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A metropolitan
park
Nowhere in the Netherlands is the spatial economic dynamic as evident as it is in the Amsterdam
Metropolitan Area. The area has been a powerful center of international commerce historically
while Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport is a logistics hub and home to a concentration of companies.
The Amsterdam region offers an attractive living environment, with world-famous museums, gorgeous
historic buildings, a wealth of cultural events and a range of new residential developments in a rich
cultural and historical landscape. PARK21 will create a new focal point where the urban area meets the
rural landscape. Covering no less than 1,000 hectares (3,000 acres) and reachable within two hours by
17 million people (residential market) and 8 million tourists it will be the green recreational center of a
dynamic, internationally oriented region.

PARK21 is highly accessible, easily reachable by car along the A4 (connecting Amsterdam - Schiphol
Airport - Leiden - The Hague - Rotterdam) and A9 (Amsterdam - Hoofddorp - Haarlem - Den Helder)
freeways, with Schiphol Airport just a stone’s throw away. Moreover, it is near the Hoofddorp railway
station, which is an intercity connection from Amsterdam - Schiphol, Leiden, The Hague and Rotterdam.
PARK21 is also surrounded by a system of regional rail and bus lines.
5

With its ideal location, rich history and wealth of stories, PARK21 will be much more than a park.
With aspects of a polder landscape, a park and a recreational destination, it encompasses a wide
range of characteristics that sets it apart from other leisure projects. The farmland (polder) will be given
a new dimension as a public park with top-level sport facilities, cultural events, commercial amenities
and attractions. It will become a comprehensive 'destination' that appeals to both local residents
and international visitors. Finally, and most importantly, it will be authentically Dutch, with an emphasis
on developing a rich environment that appeals to an audience through authentic immersive experiences
conceived to entertain and enlighten.
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Stories to tell
Holland
Amsterdam is the historical heart of Holland. In Haarlemmermeer,
meanwhile, a number of typically Dutch characteristics come together:
the land reclaimed from the water, the rigid geometry of the polder,
farm life, flower culture and the Golden Age’s leisure landscapes at the
water’s edge. Add to this the economic vitality of a perpetually innovative
agricultural sector, as well as a concentration of offices and companies
surrounding Schiphol Airport. PARK21 will draw on this wealth of
experience to tell its story. Three main themes will be essential for
defining the region and offering visitors a truly Dutch experience
expressive of polder life.
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Water

The water theme alludes to the innovative power of the Dutch. It was through
innovation that they created the land on which they live. That theme also
encompasses stories about the physical environment and the ingenuity and
perseverance required to achieve this feat. PARK21 has the potential to
become THE place to learn about the Dutch relationship with water.

sea leavel
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When describing the Dutch experience, one cannot begin to tell the story
without mentioning the complex relationship the Dutch have with water.
There are few other places in Holland that illustrate this story better than
Haarlemmermeer. It wasn’t until the 19th century when steam pumping
stations managed to reclaim the Haarlemmermeer. Today, at 5 meters below
sea level, it is the largest ‘droogmakerij’ (type of polder) of the Netherlands.
Water still is and will be an important theme in PARK21, where the water
system is a key factor in the continuous and sustainable use of the land.
The story of Haarlemmermeer is the story of water, the power of water
and of the people who turned it to their advantage. As the well-known
saying goes, “God created the world, but the Dutch made Holland.”
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Heritage
The Haarlemmermeer region has a rich history dating back to when
the lake was the scene of the Battle of Haarlemmermeer in the Dutch
War of Independence with the Spanish in 1573. It was on the shores
of Haarlemmermeer that rich merchants created their own leisure
landscape, away from the city. The agricultural fields in the polder illustrate
the accomplishments of the early pioneers. Traversing the polder is the
Geniedijk, part of the Stelling van Amsterdam world heritage site,
an elaborate defense mechanism that consisted of a 135 km ring of forts
and waterworks surrounding the city. In more recent times, the former Fokker
Aircraft Factory is evidence of Dutch advances in aviation and technology,
while Schiphol Airport is the gateway to Holland and Amsterdam.
The heritage theme alludes to the concept of the Dutch DNA – who the
Dutch are and where they came from. This is the story of how the country
and its people were defined, the history of the Dutch and the evolution of
their society.

flowers
The region surrounding Haarlemmermeer is also the heart of the
Netherlands’ flower industry. In the Dune and Bulb region, west of
the polder, we find some of Holland’s richest land for the production
of bulbs and flowers. This is also where the Keukenhof, the world’s largest
flower garden, is located. PARK21 connects the bulb-growing region, where
colors explode every spring, with Aalsmeer, the world’s largest cut-flower
and plant auction.
In the PARK21 story, flowers are used as a metaphor for blossoming. It is
this blooming that precipitated the expansion of ideas from the Netherlands
to global society. These stories point out how Dutch ideas and ingenuity
blossom and how they impact on the rest of the world.

These three themes together tell the story of Holland, of its people’s continuous efforts to create a positive future through ingenuity and innovation.
PARK21 will tell that story, too, with an emphasis on the challenges of today.
To visit the park means being immersed in and experience the development
of a sustainable environment, one of the most daunting tasks the world
is facing.

13
the flower of holland

12

3

Park concept

This structure creates the opportunity to distinguish two different groups of experiences:
Immersive experiences, whereby visitors are afforded a visceral connection to the experience through attractions designed to be
both entertaining and informative. These experiences will be grouped into clusters within the Leisure Zone, carrying an overarching
theme that describes a facet of the Dutch experience. Presented in the form of displays, attractions and theaters, they would
be developed according to the latest trends and technologies in the entertainment industry.
Interpretive experiences, which would be distributed throughout the remainder of PARK21 and beyond, like offshoots on the stem.
These invite visitors to engage with the stories being told. On the ground, the story comes to life. Here the story of Holland is told
through a multitude of experiential settings woven into the fabric of the park. Using this multi-staged approach to storytelling will
enhance the visitors’ understanding of the place, while also leveraging the destination’s location in the heart of this culturally rich
area to present a comprehensive experience.
Finally, the physical design of PARK21 should represent the innovative spirit of Dutch culture using a design language that is in
harmony with the landscape of the region. The Leisure Zone should be a landmark collection of buildings and landscapes that will
reinforce the story and serve as an icon to PARK21. From the sky, the design of the PARK21 should offer a distinct, clearly visible
imprint that sets it off against the stern rigidity of the surrounding polder landscape.

The concept for the leisure program uses the flower as a bold graphic
to give the destination a unique identity. The flower also illustrates how
the program’s elements are organized and related to one another. The
flower as a symbol not only alludes to the region’s role as the epicenter
of the world’s floriculture industry, but also represents Dutch innovation
and the blossoming of ideas, culture, knowledge and creativity.
The organization principle during the development of a strong and versatile
leisure destination is characterized by maximum flexibility.
The elements of this model represent the following principles:
the circle: the core of the entertainment zone will be formed by a collection
of open public spaces with an abundance of facilities.
the petals: independent attractions of various scales will be located around
the circle. These gated attractions will be grouped in small clusters that share
a common theme or identity.
the stem: the entertainment zone will be integrated into the fabric of PARK21
with links to the park layer, the recreational lake, the agricultural area in the
polder layer and the different functions throughout the park.
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The ideas behind the spatial concept for PARK21 are explained in the
PARK21 Master Plan, adopted by the City Council of the Municipality of
Haarlemmermeer on June 16, 2011. The concept revolves around three
types of landscape: park, polder and leisure, as expressed in three
different layers, distinctly modelled and developed in contraposition to
one another. The park layer allows for a spatial structure and a publicly
accessible green environment; it serves as the main link for the entire
park. This layer contains a series of 'park rooms': open spaces with room
for all kinds of recreational or commercial possibilities. The polder layer
ensures that the existing farm landscape remains an integrated part
of the whole. It also provides room for a broader interpretation and
transformation of the agricultural concepts. The leisure layer will be
overlaid on top of the park, with attractions, event areas and facilities.
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Park program
Sports
At PARK21, sports are high on the agenda. Sports facilities can provide both
a meeting place for national and international teams and ample opportunities for just relaxing actively outdoors. Along the edge of the park, space
is designated for a large-scale, multifunctional sports complex with facilities
for top professional sporting events. A 12-hectare baseball complex was
recently opened for the local Hoofddorp Pioniers team, which is suitable for
international tournaments and can hold 25,000 visitors. There are also other
sites of up to 15 hectares available for sports facilities elsewhere in the park.
One possible development envisioned is an equestrian center, with a race
course, stables, training facilities, a guesthouse, a shop and a blacksmith.
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Recreational lake
The lake and surrounding park area are being developed as a focal point
for local and regional recreational use. The lake offers opportunities for
swimming, as well as windsurfing, sailing, canoeing, waterskiing and
wakeboarding. Hiking, bike and in-line skating paths will be built around
the lake(s), with rest areas and playgrounds. There is space available for
a waterfront park hotel and a recreational bungalow complex. The lake
and adjoining waterways will be a showcase feature, connecting visitors to
different aspects of the water system in the park and the polder as a whole.
The lakeside heart of the park will offer a variety of facilities, such as a
visitor center, dining establishments with waterfront cafes, wellness and spa
facilities, spaces for exhibitions and performances, a boulevard and walking
promenade, a recreational dock and an observation tower. The heart of
the park will be accessible via a new parkway; there will also be an R-net
express bus connection with a stop.
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Country Life
An important guiding principle of PARK21 is to reconnect city and countryside by developing multifunctional agriculture. Agricultural production is no
longer something abstract, but close to home with food still being produced
in the park, where visitors can observe the process and participate in it.
PARK21 will serve a dual function as an outdoor recreational area and the
region’s fruit and vegetable garden. Small-scale operations growing local
produce and raising livestock are inspiring enterprising initiatives in the form
of lodging accommodations, gastronomical adventures and sports and
leisure activities, all in combination with health care, nature appreciation
and recreation. PARK21 brings the polder landscape to life.
As part of the Cultural Showcase in the Leisure Zone, the Rural Life experience centers around the polder. The cluster will focus on farm-related
attractions, including agricultural innovation and the taste and smell of
produce. The public is offered immersive experiences and hands-on
attractions with an agricultural emphasis, geared toward local and regional
visitors, young people and family and school groups. With its location on
the west side of the railway, this attraction has a strong connection to the
surrounding farmland, allowing visitors to experience agriculturally related
activities with working farms as a backdrop.
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Polder promenade
The Polder Promenade is the heart of the Leisure Zone, reachable by a network of roads with on-ramps to the A4 motorway and
high-speed public transit with direct connections to Schiphol Airport and the national and international rail network. The number
of visitors to the Leisure Zone could reach 5 million annually, depending on visitor patterns, opening times and peak loads.
The Polder Promenade will be an exciting hub offering dining, shopping and entertainment in a variety of settings evocative
of different aspects of Dutch culture. This is the space where everything comes together. A central point from which visitors can
venture off and explore the rest of the destination.
The Polder Promenade is home to a diverse mix of dining establishments, each with a strong thematic and storyline focus, offering
opportunities to include show elements in the dining areas. The retail program could be interspersed with the restaurants and
attractions to enhance the village character of the place. Some retail outlets could also adopt an attractions-based approach to
merchandising that would feature their products in an immersive capacity. The idea is to create a shopping experience that will
attract visitors from both within the region and abroad, with a focus on Dutch design and the Holland theme. With its vibrant street
life, the Polder Promenade forms a key element in the atmosphere and vitality of the area. Flowers form an important part of the
design, as a link to the overall park identity.
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Cultural Attractions
The cultural attractions highlight the essence of PARK21. This is where the Dutch story is being told.
Immersive experiences will tell about Holland and the Dutch in the past, present and future.
In addition to the Rural Life experience, the cultural attractions are grouped under two other clusters
in the Leisure Zone.
The Cultural Showcase will feature attractions that tell stories about the Dutch people, their culture
and their lives. Their primary goal is to answer the question 'Who are the Dutch?'. The attractions
in the Cultural Showcase will be about people, not things. Program elements could be experiences
of the Dutch landscape, events and Dutch live, telling a series of stories across the ages. The program
elements in the Cultural Showcase will serve as the primary entertainment attractions within the Polder
Promenade. By scattering these elements among the retail and dining program, a synergy is created
between uses, making the heart of the district an exciting destination that will engage all of the senses.
The Holland Showcase is characterized by an exposition-like design giving an insight in Dutch expertise, technology, know-how and design. Attractions could include a year-round flower show, celebrating
the flower as both an object of beauty and an inspiration for art, not to mention a product of ongoing
Dutch innovation, while stories about water are being told illustrating the Netherlands’ eternal battle
and the achievements of the Dutch in this field. Attractions are linked to Dutch industry in the form of
a continuum where the past, present and future are all part of the storyline.

Entertainment Zone
The Entertainment Zone will be a collection of entertainment facilities adjacent to the Polder Promenade,
conceived with a degree of flexibility to accommodate various program elements. This Zone will contain
a combination of attractions: a themed facility, offering overnight accommodation and a year-round,
family-oriented, indoor entertainment center, that could expand onto the adjacent land as an outdoor
theme park, depending on the operator. The water park hotel is planned adjacent to the theme park
Experience Cluster to leverage potential opportunities for the two attractions to be related.
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Event Space and Camping
The Dutch are internationally renowned for their music and music festivals.
Hence, the Festival Event Space is expected to become a major footfall
attractor at PARK21. Located south of the Polder Promenade, the festival
venue will consist of several outdoor concert stages ranging in size, plus
more flexible larger areas for outdoor events and adjacent camping
facilities, partly in combination with agricultural use.

the flower of holland
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Overnight Accommodations
PARK21 offers a range of opportunities for overnight accommodations: camping or bed & breakfast at
the farm, recreational bungalows, a park hotel on the lake and hotel facilities as part of the Leisure Zone.
These all clearly interface with the other programming in the park. Multiple-day events and programs will
be a bonus to those offering overnight accommodation, while high-end accommodation draws visitors in
and of itself and enhances options for creating programs. Good concepts for overnight accommodations
will help shape the future success of the park and are a precondition for balanced development. Initiatives
will be assessed in light of the PARK21 Master Plan and their contribution to the park’s spatial and
functional development.

Transportation
Measuring approximately 6.5 km x 1.5 km/4 mi x 1 mi (+/- 1,000 hectares/3,000 acres), PARK21 will be
a large park. This opens up opportunities for introducing alternative transportation possibilities in the park.
Bike or electric vehicle rentals offer business prospects once the public space design is complete. An aerial
tramway or people mover could be introduced and become an attraction in itself.
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Innovation Business Campus
and Training Center
The campus will develop into a working business, research and training
facility for companies in fields related to the major themes of the park:
Agriculture, Floriculture/Horticulture, Water Management and the creation of
a Sustainable Future. As such, it functions as a place of work where the more
technical aspects of the major themes could be explored.

Becoming
a partner
The public agencies involved in this project cannot realize this ambitious park on their own, nor do
they wish to. They invite other parties to make use of the many opportunities PARK21 offers.
The Municipality of Haarlemmermeer will create the right conditions for private operators to build
elements of the vision.
Are you inspired by the opportunities PARK21 has to offer, and do you think you can contribute to its
development? If you are interested in becoming involved as a contributing party, operator, developer,
investor or any combination thereof, we invite you to contact the PARK21 project organizers.

Mr. Rob van Aerschot
Senior project manager: 0031 (0)23 567 6175
Ms. Kirsten Bekkers
Project secretary: 0031 (0)23 567 4290
Mrs. Eva Reichardt
Secretary: 0031 (0)23 567 6176

You can also send an email to: park21@haarlemmermeer.nl
For more information and to see the PARK21 Master Plan, please visit our website:
www.haarlemmermeer.nl/PARK21
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www.haarlemmermeer.nl/park21

‘The flower of Holland’ is a publication of the municipality of Haarlemmermeer, the Netherlands. September 2014. No rights may be derived from this publication.
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